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Invitation

Community is at the heart of who we are and what we do. Our work in empowering the
Korean American community by promoting civic participation is rooted in building up and
maintaining healthy communities. Since 1996, Korean American Civic Empowerment for
Community Inc (“KACE”) has worked tirelessly for equal treatment through voter
registration campaigns, civic educational and cultural programs, small business support,
and pro bono legal consultations in safeguarding those rights and protections. Together
with the efforts of community members and many different Korean American organizations
including KACE, the Korean community in this country is steadily entering the mainstream
with seats and votes finally at the table on matters that affect all of us.

We have long matured beyond simply dreaming of owning a nice car, raising a nice family,
and living in a nice home. While those dreams are good, they are limited to just the
individual without tapping into the full potential of a healthy and thriving community.
Many Korean immigrants that came to this country many decades ago during difficult
times, seeking better opportunities for themselves and their families, also worked hard to
build up communities in their new homes and neighborhoods to pave connecting paths for
future generations by opening up access points to education and economic opportunities
for their next generation. The number of naturalized and natural born U.S. citizens in our
communities have increased over the years, and so have the number of registered and
active voters. Not only are more Korean Americans simply running for office, but some are
also winning some of those elections as well. Such fruits of diligent efforts are to the thanks
of the people volunteering their time and generously sharing resources for the better today
that we enjoy together.

A culture of paying it forward by preparing and equipping the generation that comes next is
essential in building up thriving communities for everyone. Many Korean Americans are
now key players and decision makers in a variety of major industries and professions. The
18-25 voting bloc across all communities consistently lag behind older age groups in terms
of voting registration rates and turnout rates. As young adults look for guidance and
mentorship, we must always remember to make room and entry points not only for
participation but also for leadership positions, opportunities, and empathy. This is a task
that requires all of us to do together in order for us to continue to build and maintain
healthy and thriving communities everywhere.

Thank you for supporting KACE, our activities, and shared vision as we celebrate our 28th

anniversary. Together, we will continue to bring into reality this vision of healthy and
thriving communities everywhere.

Korean American Civic Empowerment for Community
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Keynote Speaker and Honorees _

Assemblymember Ellen J Park has been a practicing attorney
since 2000 in New York. She and her husband, Richard Ma
founded the Law Offices of Ma & Park in 2006, practicing
criminal and real estate Law.

EII J P k She was elected to the Englewood Cliffs Borough Council in
en - ar 2016 and served until 2018. She has been a member of the
New Jersey Assembly since 2022, and currently serves as
Assemblywoman Chair of the Assembly Judiciary Committee. Ms. Park’s life is
New Jersey State the American Dream. She arrived here as an immigrant, not
Assembly speaking a word of English, feeling out of place, enduring
financial hardships, but also committed to building a better
future for her family.

Joseph Juhn is a lawyer-turned-filmmaker with passion for
diasporic narratives. He recently finished his second
documentary, "CHOSEN", which is about 5 Korean Americans
that ran for US Congress in 2020. Joseph's first feature
documentary, "JERONIMO", a film about a Korean Cuban
revolutionary, opened in theaters in Korea in 2019 and sparked

a nationwide discourse on the concept of Korean diaspora. Joseph Juhn

He was an in-house counsel at the Manhattan-based South
Korean government agency (KOTRA) for 4 years where he
advised Korean companies and entrepreneurs on US
intellectual property and startup law.

Filmmaker/Attorney at Law

Esther Lee served as the president of the Korean American
Association of Flushing (KAAF) from 2007 and 2009, and is
currently the chairwoman of the Federation of the Korean
American Association of Greater New York (‘72X g3l 5| H & 3]).
From 2011 to 2014, she was the chairwoman of our organization,
KACE, dedicating herself to its growth. During her time as
E th G L chairwoman, she changed the name of the organization from the
s er . ee Korean American Voters' Council (‘$teIRHXtME'") to the Korean
I American Civic Empowerment for Community ('Al2I%f0{#IE{"), and
Former KACE Chairwoman actively developed civic engagement activities in the community.
She also contributed to making DOT lift parking restrictions from
the south side of eastbound Northern Boulevard between Parsons
Boulevard and Utopia Parkway.

Since its launch in 2004, over 300 high school students

throughout New Jersey and New York have joined our annual high

school internship program. This year's cohort consisted of 25 high KACE G t I t
school students in New York and 6 high school students in New rassroo s n erns
Jersey. Through this program, our interns learned the importance

of registering new voters, issues facing the Korean American

community today, and the process of organizing and mobilizing

the Korean American community. Under supervision, they

researched and lead public campaigns to raise awareness of

various important issues. Interns also had the opportunity to meet

with elected officials and engage with members of the local, state,

and federal legislature.
















