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Analysis of Korean-American Voter Registration

and Tumout in NY/NJ in 2022

Korean-American Voter Registration Ratio (NY 46%, NJ 64%) and Voter Tumout Ratio (NY 33%, NJ 29%)
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Korean-American Civic Empowerment (KACE), in collaboration with New Jersey City University (NJCU) in Jersey City, NJ, conducted a
study on the voter registration and tumout of Korean-American voters in New York (NY) and New Jersey (NJ) for the November 2022
General Election. The study found that 46% of eligible Korean-Americans registered in New York. Out of those registered voters, only 33%
tumed out to vote. In New Jersey, the voter registration ratio was higher at 64%, but only 29% of registered voters cast the ballots in the
2022 General Election.

Definition:
e Estimated eligible voters: a person who mests the requirements set forth in a political subdivision for being able to vote
e Registered voter: Apersonwhois currently registered and eligible to vote in his/her state.
e Voter registration ratio: the percentage of eligible voters that registered over the number of estimated eligible voters
e Voter turnout: the percentage of voters that cast a ballot over registered voters (i.e., Registered voter tumout: RV Tumout)
e Election: General Election in November 2022

Korean-American voter registration / voter turnout ratio: NY 46/33, NJ 64/29 - lower than overall in both states

It is important to note that while the voter registration ratio in New York and New Jersey is around 90% (87% and 93%, respectively), the
voter registration ratio among Korean-Americans in these states is significantly lower at 46% and 64%, respectively. Additionally, the voter
tuout ratio of registered Korean American voters in these states is only around 30%, compared to the overall registered voter tumnout of
49% in New York and 45% in New Jersey. The turnouts have remained largely unchanged over the past years, including in 2021. This calls
for the urgent need for more Korean-Americans to register and vote in order to promote the growth and development of the Korean-Ameri-
can community in New York and New Jersey to ensure the protection, empowerment, and development of the next generation of
Korean-American leaders.

< Summary: Korean-American Voter Registration and Tumout Ratio of NY/NJ in 2022 (Unit: Person, %) >

New York New Jersey
Overall | ROrEa™ | overall | oreen
Population* (ACS) 19,677,151 154,211 9,261,699 108,498
Eligible voters (over 18 and citizenship) [al 13,949,757 94,488 6,354,747 62,488
Registered voters [b] 12,073,011 42,849 5,920,496 39,756
Ballots cast [c] 5,928,456 13,982 2,648,729 11,614
- Voter Registration Ratio [b/a] 87% 46% 93% 64%
- Voter Turnout Ratio [c/b] 49% 33% 45% 29%

* Source: American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.



All age groups had lower voter registration and voter turnout ratio than the overall statewide ratio

The research discovered that Korean-American voter tumout ratios in New York and New Jersey were lower than their respective state
ratios across all age groups. Furthermore, the study revealed that the tumout ratio among Korean-Americans in their 20s and 30s was very
low, with only 21% and 28% respectively in New York, and 14% and 20% respectively in New Jersey, which are lower than the overall
Korean-American casting-ballot ratio of 33% (NY) and 29% (NJ).

This low voter tumout among Korean-Americans in their 20°s and 30’s is similar to that among all Americans in their 20’s and 30’s in each

state, indicating the need for more efforts to increase voter tumout among young aduits. However, the highest voter tumout among Koreans
was among those in the age group of 70’s in New York and New Jersey, at 39% and 44%, respectively.

< By Age Group: Voter Registration and Tumout Ratio of New York in 2022 (Unit: Person, %) >

Age NY Overall NY Korean-Americans
Groups Registered voters Ballots cast| Turnout Registered voters  |Ballots cast| Turnout
18-29 19,677,151 13% 453,504 28% 4,756 11% 984 21%

30 2,108,825 17% 764,143 36% 8,102 19% 2,271 28%
40 1,863,269 15% 842,642 45% 7,387 17% 2,592 35%
50 1,929,912 16% |1,050,008 54% 7,015 16% 2,536 36%
60 2,073,638 17% | 1,301,078 63% 6,522 15% 2,359 36%
70 1,489,893 12% 998,103 67% 5,043 12% 1,950 39%
80 712,654 6% 424,534 60% 3,101 7% 1,111 36%
90- 280,835 2% 94,444 34% 923 2% 179 19%
Total 12,073,011 100% | 5,928,456 49% 42,849, 100% 13,982 33%

<By Age Group: Voter Registration and Tumout Ratio of New Jersey in 2022 (Unit: Person, %) >

Age NJ Overall NJ Korean-Americans
Groups Registered voters Ballots cast| Turnout Registered voters  |Ballots cast| Turnout
18-29 1,153,992 19% 259,631 22% 6,597 17% 943 14%
30 969,610 16% 306,280 32% 6,269 16% 1,251 20%
40 900,428 15% 382,201 42% 6,656 17% 2,014 30%

50 1,037,993 18% 551,943 53% 7,195 18% 2,411 34%
60 945,392 16% 588,107 62% 6,560 17% 2,361 36%
70 584,371 10% 389,319 67% 4,109 10% 1,792 44%
80 237,290 4% 138,427 58% 1,964 5% 781 40%
90- 91,420 2% 32,821 36% 406 1% 61 15%
Total 5,920,496 | 100% |2,648,729 45% 39,756 100% 11,614 29%

Major towns with a high Korean-American population (NYC in NY and Bergen County in NJ)
lower voter turnout compared to the statewide ratio
The State of New York has a significant population of Korean-Americans in New York City (consisting of the five boroughs) and Nassau

County. However, voter tumout among Korean-American registered voters in these areas is lower by 31% and 27% respectively, when
compared to all voters, whose tumout is 38% and 53% for NYC and Nassau respectively.

Queens Borough in NYC has the largest number of registered Korean-American voters. However, it also has the lowest voter tumout among
all counties and boroughs at 26%, compared to the overall turnout of 36%.



< By Towns: Voter Registration and Tumout Ratio of New York in 2022 (Unit: Person, %) >

County Overall Korean Americans % of Korean American
(County Codes”)| Registered voter(a)| Ballots cast {Turnout (%)| Registered voter(b) | Ballots cast | Turnout (%)| registered voters (b/a)
NY City 4,700,685 |1,809,421 38% 27,685 8,548 | 31% 0.6%

Kings (24) 1,465,293 569,166 | 39% 3,802 1,548 | 41% 0.3%
Queens (41)] 1,215,322 440,849 | 36% 16,158 4,178 | 26% 1.3%
New York (31) 987,544 454,564 | 46% 5,850 2,268 | 39% 0.6%
Bronx (3) 725,468 203,372 | 28% 773 246 | 32% 0.1%
Richmond (43) 307,058 141,470 | 46% 1,102 308 | 28% 0.4%
Nassau(30) 970,537 518,532 | 53% 5,612 1,529 | 27% 0.6%

* Two-digit county code (Warning: This is different from the three-digit County FIPS code)

< By Towns: Voter Registration and Tumout Ratio of New Jersey in 2022 (Unit: Person, %) >

Selected Overall Korean Americans % of Korean American
towns in NJ |Registered voter(a) | Ballots cast |Turnout (%)| Registered voter(h) | Ballots cast |Turnout (%)| redistered voters (b/a)
Bergen 615,698 295,508 | 48% 25,115 7,295 | 29% 41%
Palisades Park 9,132 3,169 | 35% 3,937 1,233 | 31% 43.1%
Fort Lee 22,584 9,789 | 43% 3,858 1,134 | 29% 17.1%
Leonia 5,567 2,625 | 47% 979 268 | 27% 17.6%
Cliffside Park 12,980 5,140 | 40% 929 251 27% 7.2%
Ridgefield 6,357 2,538 | 40% 898 211 23% 14.1%
Tenafly 9,772 4946 | 51% 771 229 | 30% 7.9%
Closter 5,717 2,905 51% 755 266 | 35% 13.2%
Englewood Cliffs 3,965 1,937 | 49% 734 279 | 38% 18.5%

Party affiliation of Korean-American registered voters: Democrats in New York and independents
in New Jersey outnumbered other parties

Registered voters tend to support the Democratic Party by 49% in New York, while New Jersey is evenly split between Democrats (39%)
and independents (36%). 54% of Korean-American registered voters in New York lean towards the Democratic Party, while in New Jersey,
40% support Democrats and 45% are unaffiliated. Interestingly, the proportion of registered Korean-American voters who have not been

affiliated with any political party is higher than the overall registered voters in the states by 30% in NY and 45% in NJ.

Itis highly probable that Korean-American registered voters in New York and New Jersey voted for Democrats with 61% and 51%,
respectively. However, Republican voters were less likely to cast their vote, with only 16% and 19% in NY and NJ respectively.

< By Parly Affiliation: Voter Registration and Turnout Ratio of New York and New Jersey in 2022 (Unit: Person, %) >

New York New Jersey
Overall Korean Americans Overall Korean Americans
Registered | Ballots |Registered | Ballots | Registered| Ballots |Registered| Ballots
voters cast voters cast voters cast voters cast
No. of DEM |5,966,873|2,873,307| 23,317 8,524 |2,317,756|1,175,830| 16,020 5,878
Person Un 2,695,464 |1,708,922 5,811 2,264 [1,420,505| 847,741 5,639 2,247
Un 2,792,498(1,039,364| 12,705 2,836 (2,109,647 611,026| 17,693 3,439
Ratio DEM 49% 48% 54% 61% 39% 44% 40% 51%
(%) REP 22% 29% 14% 16% 24% 32% 14% 19%
Un 23% 18% 30% 20% 36% 23% 45% 30%




Need a strategy to strengthen election registration and voting campaigns; Need support from
Korean companies, organizations, and communities

Dongchan Kim, the President of Korean-American Civic Empowerment (KACE) mentioned, “As we approach the November 2023 General
Election, it is crucial that every member of the Korean-American community has the opportunity to register and vote. By actively participat-
ing in this democratic process, we can ensure that the voices of our community are heard and that the younger generation is provided with
better opportunities. It would be an honor to have your participation in the upcoming election, and | kindly encourage you to share this
message with others in our community."

He also emphasized, “the KACE has been conducting voter registration and Get Out The Vote campaigns for the Korean-American
community since 1996. The organization has worked hard toward the goals of 80% Registration Ratio and 80% Voter Turmout Ratio.
Moving forward, we need to aim to develop more scientifical and data-driven campaign activities. We also need to strategic plan to
collaborate with Korean-American companies, organizations, and public institutions to foster mutual support and cooperation.”

Finally, he expressed his sincere gratitude to the research team led by Professor Dr. EunSu Lee (©]-><7) and Adjunct Professor Dr. Eun
So0 Kim (73-2<), as well as the student researchers, including Bo Kyung Choi (%] 1.7, Jinsol Lee (©] 21 £5), and Moonsoo Park
(2h==r), from New Jersey City University (NJCU) for their hard work in analyzing the big data over the past six months.
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