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Korean American Civic Empowerment

ABOUT KACE

Korean American Civic Empowerment (KACE) is a
non-partisan, not-for-profit organization
established in 1996. KACE is dedicated to
empowering the Korean American community
through civic education and community
engagement at the local, state, and federal level.
KACE believes that diversity is integral in improving
our society and that we should contribute to
America’s diversity.

The following is KACE’s vision for the Korean
American Community:

1. Become Respected American Citizens

2. Empower Our Communities

3. Train the Next Generation of Proud Community
Leaders

KACE’S MISSION AND GOALS
KACE’s mission is to empower the Korean American
community by promoting civic participation.

KACE’s goal is to empower the Korean American
community to become one of the most responsible
and respected members of American society. To
this goal, KACE conducts joint and cooperative civic
actions among Korean Americans:
e Advocate for voting rights of Korean Americans
in the Greater New York area.
e Educate and cultivate future community
leaders.

e Strengthen the Korean American community’s
solidarity with Korea.

e Serve as the central coordination and resource
body to address community concerns and
interests.
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Voter Registration Drives
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Becoming Respected Citizens

8080 Campaign

Ever since its establishment, KACE helped register
over 55,000 voters to bring their voices and their
votes to the polls. Among our top priorities is to
reach an 80% registration rate and 80% turnout
rate of voters within our communities.

To ensure the voting rights of Korean American
voters, KACE hosts voter registration drives and
“get out the vote” campaigns at various community
events throughout the year, distributing important
information to help make informed choices at the
polls.

2023 Election Guides

Every year, KACE publishes election brochures and
Election Guides for each election to provide the
community with nonpartisan organized information
on the election to help voters make better informed
decisions at the polls.

Voter Data Analysis

Keeping up with the changing demographics of the
Korean American community, KACE collects,
analyzes, and shares voter information to promote
civic participation. KACE is the only organization in
the Korean American Community that collects,
analyzes, and annually publishes this data.

Voter Registration Drives

In addition to distributing information about the
upcoming elections, KACE also conducts regular
voter registration drives all year. We visit local adult
day care centers, churches, community events, and
rally in public spaces in an effort to ensure that
everyone has the opportunity to register to vote
within the period prior to the next upcoming
election. Throughout their summer vacation, our
high school interns assist us helping folks register to
vote every week throughout the summer.
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KACE Collegiate Leadership Conference (CLC)
Designed for college-aged young adults interested in
contributing toward the Korean American
community, this program goes over the
responsibilities of being a Korean American in the
modern day. Topics covered include networking,
grassroots activism, voting rights and voting
advocacy, and taking the lead in action. We hope
that through this program, participants will leave
empowered with a greater understanding and
appreciation of the strength they possess, and a
sense of purpose of their place within the Korean
American community at large. This year’s CLC was
held on May 25, 2023 at the Met Church in
Manhattan, NY.

College / Legal Internship

KACE offers internship opportunities for college
students, young adults, and current law students.
This internship program is very different from the
Grassroots Internship Program meant for high
school students. College student and young adult
interns assist with a variety of our work, while legal
interns assist us with legal research and help
facilitate our legal clinics.

College Student-lead Initiatives

We have been working with college-aged young
adults to understand and utilize their vast networks
and resources to deliver change and impact to
improve their communities. Earlier this year on April
7th, KACE co-hosted an event with NYU students to
address low voter registration rates and low voter
turnout rates among college-aged young adults while
providing further opportunities to become engaged
and involved in their communities.

2023 KACE Scholarship Awards

Thanks to the generous donations from Celina Cho,
Esq., this year's scholarships are made available for
students with DACA status or undocumented status
enrolled in college or graduate school full time in the
Northeastern region of the United States (NY, NJ, CT,
MA, PA). A total of 2 scholarship awardees were
selected after an application and interview process.
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Grassroots Internship Program

Since its launch in 2004, over 300 high school
students throughout New Jersey and New York have
joined our annual high school internship program.
Our program is open to high school students of all
backgrounds that are interested in contributing to
our community’s civic empowerment. Moving
forward in a post-pandemic world, the 2023 KACE
Grassroots Internship Program has shifted back to
regular in-person meetings while implementing and
incorporating new elements and new modern day
resources as the program grows and develops each
year.

Our program is specifically devoted to developing all
the inherent skills of our interns as they go out and
experience firsthand what it takes to help and
support the community. Interns are trained to be
leaders, learn to engage with other local community
leaders, identify community issues and brainstorm
resolutions, receive advice on their career
aspirations and professionalism, all while developing
their own cultural and social identity as community
leaders.

Grassroots Internship Coordinator Program
Typically former high school interns (not a
requirement) our Grassroots Internship
Coordinators assist with the education, training, and
management of high school interns/volunteers. The
position is open to undergraduate students or
recent college graduates. Candidates for the
program are selected after an application and
interview process. By going through this program,
our coordinators learn the skills and gain the
experience to confidently lead the next generation
of proud and responsible Korean Americans.

Mentorship / Guidance

KACE provides mentorship opportunities and
guidance to help high school students, college
students, and young adults to excel in academics
and career paths. One advice we share with all eager
and motivated young persons is to not let their
young age or lack of experience to deter them from
reaching out for guidance and mentorship.
Experience is something that is earned over time,
and time is the advantage that all young people
pOSSess.
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Engaging & Empowering Our Community
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Korean American Sanctuary Churches Network 6th
Symposium

On Wednesday May 4th, KACE co-hosted the Korean
American Sanctuary Churches Network's 6th Symposium
alongside other community organizations. Guest speakers
included Professor Ji-Yeon Yuh from Northwestern
University, NYS Senator John Liu, NYS Assemblymember
Grace Lee, and NYS Assemblymember Ron Kim.

Civil Rights Pilgrimage

KACE and the Korean American Sanctuary Churches
Network journeyed for three days from 02.06.2023
through 02.08.2023 in the deep south learning and
reflecting together.

REACH Coalition

The REACH Coalition is the first statewide coalition
consisting of 60+ community organizations, and 170+
educators, students, and community members, advocating
for AANHPI education into existing curriculum for New
York State public schools. KACE is a member organization
serving on the steering committee. On May 22, 2023,
members of the REACH Coalition visited the New York
State Capitol in Albany to talk with elected officials of the
importance of AANHPI Education in our school curriculum.

Meetings with Congressmembers - the DREAM Act

On May 2, 2023, KACE and the Korean American Sanctuary
Churches Network met with Congresswoman Grace Meng
to discuss the the DREAM Act. Then on July 13, 2023, KACE
met with Congressman Andy Kim to also discuss the
DREAM Act.

AAPI Heritage Parade

KACE joined alongside dozens of AAPI community
organizations for the AAPI Parade in Manhattan on
05.21.2023.

US Military Enlistment Information Seminar

On January 14, 2023, KACE and the Korean Chinese
American Council invited members of the U.S. Military to a
panel about the enlistment process for prospective
persons seeking to serve.
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Engaging & Empowering Our Community

KACE Town Hall Meeting

KACE hosts annual Town Hall Meetings with elected
officials to address many issues and have a
discussion as a community toward solutions. This
year, the New York Town Hall was held on
08.11.2023 at KCS alongside several community
organizations co-hosting the event. NYS Senator
John Liu and NYS Assemblymember Ron Kim joined
the panel for this year’s New York Town Hall. We
are grateful everyone that helped make this year’s
Town Hall successful.

2023 KACE Golf Tournament

Our annual Golf Tournament Fundraiser was held
this year on 05.31.2023. More than 90 people
attended this year. Thank you everyone that
attended and donated to help fund our initiatives
and year-round programming.

Spring Community Mixer

On 05.05.2023, KACE hosted a Spring Community
Mixer at our new office with co-host KCMBTV.
Thank you to everyone that dropped by!

Big Hug Campaign

KACE and the Korean American Sanctuary
Churches Network initiated the Big Hug Campaign
to donate over 80 boxes filled with winter coats,
pajamas, shoes, hats, and scarfs to the Salvation
Army Queens Jamaica Citadel Corps Community
Center, and also raised $14,000 to Catholic
Charities Community Services toward assisting
asylum seekers.

Trial Reenactment - "Alice in Chinatown: Chol Soo
Lee and His Fight for Freedom"

This trial reenactment was presented to bring
awareness of a Korean immigrant that was falsely
arrested and convicted of a murder he did not
commit, how the Korean American community got
together to fix this injustice, and to educate our
community about the power of a community when
it works together. Our high school interns put on
three performances this year; two in-person
performances on Thursday 08.10.2023 and Friday
08.11.2023, and one prerecorded online video
performance on YouTube.
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Engaging & Empowering Our Community

AANHPI History Community Painting Day & Popup
Art Gallery

On Saturday May 6th, KACE hosted a Community
Painting Day at the Barton Avenue Open Streets.
Then the following week on May 13th, KACE hosted a
Popup Art Gallery at the same location displaying
the artwork and educational history of the pieces.
Co-host for these community art events were KCMB-
TV, AAF, NYC DOT, and NYC Open Streets.

Open Street Open Mic Night

On June 2nd, KCMBTV hosted the Open Street Open
Mic Night at the Barton Avenue Open Streets. KACE
was one of the co-hosts along with several other
community organizations, AAF, NYC DOT, and NYC
Open Streets.

Summer Swap at Barton Avenue Open Streets
KACE’s summer-long community event was held
Fridays from 07.07.2023 through 08.18.2023, and
was co-hosted together with KCMBTV, AAF, New
York City Department of Transportation, New York
City Open Streets, and Murray Hill Merchants
Association.

Summer Chalk Art Events

KACE hosted community cultural chalk art events at
the Barton Avenue Open Streets on 06.19.2023 in
celebration of Juneteenth, and again on 06.28.2023
kicking off summer vacation for high school students
in NYC public schools. Co-host for these community
chalk art events were KCMBTV, AAF, NYC DOT, and
NYC Open Streets.

Strawberry Festival

On 06.04.2023, KACE participated in the 105th
Annual Strawberry Festival in Great Neck by tabling
and helping folks register to vote. A couple of our
high school interns also helped in our efforts and got
people to register to vote.
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Protecting Our Community

NYC Council District 20 Flushing Legal Clinic

KACE has been in collaboration with NYC Councilwoman
Ung‘s office and CUNY Law School, providing free legal
consultations covering a variety of different legal issues
including employment, housing (residential landlord-
tenant), and immigration.

KACE Legal Task Force to Protect Immigrants

Established February 2017, the KACE Legal Task Force has
worked tirelessly on behalf of the Korean immigrant
community by providing workshops, seminars, media
presentations, publications, mobilizing Korean American
churches, offering legal services to the community, and
further collaborating with CUNY Law School. Throughout
the pandemic and post-pandemic, the taskforce diligently
assisted small business owners and those facing economic
hardship, and maintained our hotline for victims of anti-
Asian hate.

KACE LDEF - Update

Last year we have been growing our capacity in
preparation to start our legal clinic as part of our initial
stages. This year, with the support of Councilwoman
Sandra Ung and several volunteer lawyers in the Flushing,
NY area, we were able to start that small legal clinic for the
Korean American community here in Flushing. We will need
the continued support of community members to fund
full-time support staff, acquire and retain talent, as well as
pay for administrative and legal expenses. Once fully
operational, the KACE Legal Defense and Education Fund
will be able to provide the Korean American community
legal advocacy for social change; petition the Courts for
judicial review where the law is unfair and unjust to our
communities; and educate our communities as to the
policies that impact our individual rights as well as our
livelihoods. Thank you for your continued support in
helping us provide legal services in these underserved
areas as we continue to expand to better protect and
guide us all toward an equitable and just future.

Community Survey & Research Projects

The KACE community research team is composed of
eminent scholars in the United States, including Prof.
Yunju Nam of the State University of New York, Prof. Ki
Seonmi Kim of the City University of New York, Dr.
Cheongse Jeong of Binghamton University, and Dr.
Eunjung Lee of AARIN. It is the only local institution that
analyzes and discloses voter data to the community every
year. Community support is integral to continue and
expand these studies to both identify immediate
challenges of the Korean community and provide
necessary responses and preventative measures.

Throughout the pandemic, the KACE Community Research
Team collected, analyzed, and published data regarding
the rapid increase of anti-Asian hate crimes.

Small Business Support / Equitable Economic
Development

KACE has been working alongside Renaissance EDC and
other groups to provide free webinars and consultations in
Korean and English for small business owners and
entrepreneurs, covering topics such as proper ADA
compliance and negotiating commercial leases.
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