* k& Kk K
< . - =

. "§2023 Town Hall Meeting
with NYS,liegislators

2023 =E5 NASH SNol= EIRES 018

John Liu Ron Kim

NY State Senator (District 16) NY State Assemblymember
(District 40)

Friday, August 11, 2023 at 6 PM

The Korean Community Services of Metropolitan NY
203-05 32nd Ave, Bayside, NY 11361

Host: Kd;CE A|SIEOIMIES

Co-Hosts:

» KCS #2511 ZAMIE] = 0| 2IXHE S 18| (Korean American Sanctuary Church Network)
The Korean Community Services of Metropolitan NY, o o . . L.
( i & ) = 5251011 2 &S| (Korean American Nail Salon Association of NY)
» 7727178 &H 2 (Korean American Family Service Center) 21X $1913] (Korean American Association of Queens|
[y

= DI MIE] (Minkwon Center for Community Action)
= 21X YWCA (YWCA Queens)

» F2I0I1K A LAMIE] (Korean Youth Center Of New York)

ox dr
_Qt

re

>

0

$ 23] (Korean-American Senior Mutual Association)

2] (Korean American Retired Citizens)

o M o [M o
I

k

=
oF

0]%42](Korean Chinese American Council)

r

sponsors & maigEne  EIMART  pqNG piva @

*
)
*
¢



BILLS (2l2lof ZIsZ01 wHotg)

1) AANHPI Education Curriculum:

W WY :

Senate Bill S5963A and Assembly Bill A6579A, if passed into law, would
require the commissioner to establish Asian American, Native Hawai-
ian, and Pacific Islander (AANHPI) history and civic impact curriculum or
instructions for school districts. These bills were made in light of recent
increases of hate crimes and discrimination against Asian Americans.
Once mandated, curriculums that recognize and include AANHPI
history, civic impact, and contributions should dismantle anti-Asian
stereotypes and empower Asian American children.

O Senate Bill (Mgl #9t) 2023-55963A
W Sponsored by (X|X[) Senator John Liu (&% 2I9)
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O Assembly Bill (512! #9t) 2023-A6579A
B Sponsored by (X|X[) Assemblywoman Grace Lee (612 2| %)
B Co-sponsored by (25 29]) Assemblyman Ron Kim (51 2|2l
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Earlier this year, the Senate Bill passed the Senate, but it did not go on the Assembly
Floor for a vote prior to the close of the Legislative Session in June, bringing the Senate
Bill back into committee. We understand that the wording of the bills was amended to
decrease what would be required of the New York State Education Department to
increase the chances of other legislators supporting the bill.

1.1s there a strong likelihood that the Senate Bill will pass again in the next session? Will
the wording of the bills remain the same in their current amended form, or is there
enough support among the legislators to strengthen these bills back or close to the
mandate of teaching of AANHPI curriculum?

2. What other measures should be taken both from the elected officials and from the
AANHPI community to strengthen the likelihood of the passage of these bills?
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2) New York Asian American and Pacific Islander Commission:
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Senate Bill S1051A and Assembly Bill A3301 aim to establish a 15
member New York Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) commis-
sion. This commission is to develop, coordinate, and implement
policies, statewide programs, and public education campaigns to
improve the well-being of AAPI communities in New York State. Both
the Senate and Assembly Bills were passed, but have yet to be
delivered to the Governor.

O Senate Bill (4! 191 2023-S1051A
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O Assembly Bill (512! #9t) 2023-A3301
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B Sponsored by (XIX]) SenatorJeremy A. Cooney B Sponsored by (XIX]) Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar (6t
m Co-sponsored by (25 29]) Senator John Liu (4% 0|2]) B Co-sponsored by (2 29|) Assemblyman Ron Kim (1 2|2
Main Question: Korean American Sanctuary Churches Newwork 2 E&: olgixtgsms|vE9)a
As we understand it, Assemblyman Kim has been quite vocal on the importance of 2|7} Ofalfok= HIRE 20|, Z Q@2 EEMOoT ME9| J|Sit MHAS

building administrative capacity in government caused in part by overly outsourcing and
relying on private entities such as nonprofits to carry out government functions and
services.

Assuming these hills are signed into law by the Governor, could we have some insight in
how we should expect the policies, statewide programs, and public education
campaigns to be developed, coordinated, and implemented?
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BILLS (els/ofl 158591 tHot )

3) Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework:

In the Senate committee is Senate Bill S1402, which would require the
commission of education to update learning standards and would
require Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education (CRSE) framework
in public schools. This bill is intended to affirm cultural identities,
improve academic performance, encourage connections across
differences, elevate historically marginalized perspectives, and
enhance student engagement and critical thinking. Such instruction
includes, but is not limited to, the history of diverse groups across race,
social, class, gender, language, sexual orientation, nationality, religion
and ability; the history and civic impact of Asian American, America's
Indigenous Peoples, African American, Muslim American, Hispanic,
Latinx and Caribbean Americans, and the Holocaust.

O Senate Bill (AHg! $9t) 2023-51402
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O Assembly Bill (6+g 191 (n/a)

W Sponsored by (X|X]) Senator John Liu (&% 2|%) B (n/a)
Main Question: KACE FQ HE: MorofdE

As we currently understand it, there were dozens of hills relating to educational
mandates during this year’s legislative session, and there is often tension with the New
York State Education Department whenever any legislative mandate is proposed that
would affect NYSED. While NSYED can easily create such initiatives on its own, these
bills are put up because it is not being done by NYSED. With that in mind, we also do
understand that the Board of Regents (those persons responsible for the general supervi-
sion of all educational activities in New York State) consist of long time educators
committed to their work.

What hurdles exist that create hesitation in these educators from providing an inclusive
educational curriculum and what can we the members of the public do to convince them
to enact these long overdue updates on their own initiative?

On the legislative side, is the pushback from NYSED the main reason why there does not
seem to be an Assembly counterpart, or are there other challenges that prevent such a
Bill getting through both the Senate and Assembly?

If there are other hurdles, what can we members of the public do to help sway legislators
in favor of an inclusive educational curriculum?
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Recent legislation impacting small businesses in dry cleaning and nail
specialty would require capital improvements that costs several
thousands of dollars. Small businesses often run on thin margins, and
the recent economic impact of cumulative recessions and rising
inflation would make these capital expenditures overly burdensome,
foreseeably forcing many mom and pop shops to shut down or take
their business outside of New York State.

To address this real world impact, Senate Bill S702 and Assembly Bill
A04696 seek to amend the New York State Urban Development Corpo-
ration Act to provide assistance for certain small businesses including
dry cleaners and those that practice nail specialty for necessary code
related improvements through grants and flexible financing programs.

For the dry cleaning small businesses, the assistance would be for the
purchase and installation of non-perchlorethylene machines and
sprinkler systems to comply with State, local codes, rules and regula-
tions. For the nail specialty small businesses, the assistance would be
for improvements and upgrades to mechanical ventilation systems that
are necessary to comply with federal, state and local indoor air quality
codes, rules and regulations.

The Corporation will consult with EFG and DEC to promulgate all neces-
sary rules and regulations to facilitate and administer such assistance
programs. Under New York State Economic Development Law, “small
business” is defined as “one which is resident in this state,
independently owned and operated, not dominant in its field and
employs one hundred or less persons.

O Senate Bill (4l 101 2023-5702
B Sponsored by (XIX]) Senator Leroy Comrie (A2 2|2)
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O Assembly Bill (52 Q) 2023-A6579A
B Sponsored by (XIX]) Assemblyman Ron Kim (5+24 2|2)

Main Question: The Korean Dry Cleaners Association of NY F2 E&: &astol Mt 3]

These bills passed both the Senate and Assembly, but have not yet been delivered to the
Governor.

Assuming the bills are signed into law, one assumption is that the assistance would not
be automatic and that those affected small businesses would need to apply to receive
any assistance. How would these affected small businesses go about applying for
assistance, and will there be language assistance for those applicants that have limited
English proficiency?

These hills to assist affected small businesses have been championed and fought for
over several years. It is understandable that in that time many small businesses may
have leveraged their business or personal capital to get loans to cover the excessive
costs of compliance with the sudden change in the law. The bills have not yet been
signed into law, and even after it would take time before the law would take effect.
Would small businesses that already made compliant capital improvements prior to the
enactment of the law or effect date as noted on Section 2 be eligible for any retroactive
assistance?
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PASSED LEGISLATIONS (S2tg! #otg)

Memorializing Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 2023,
as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in the State of New York:

Kathy Hochul ZX|A} S 2Z0)|A 2023 5812 OfA|Of E{TICkA| 0|29l QALQ| B2 M
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Senate Resolution 1002 memorializes Governor Kathy Hochul proclaim-
ing May 2023 as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in the State of
New York. The resolution affirms the diverse ethnic groups and
languages within the Asian Pacific Islander community and to honor
their achievements in fostering the Nation's most successful and
dynamic businesses, and many other prominent sectors. For some
additional context, in 1978, the United States Congress passed a joint
Congressional resolution to commemorate Asians and Asian Pacific
American Heritage Week, which was chosen because two important
events occurred at the time: the arrival of the first Japanese immigrants
in America on May 7, 1843, and the completion of the transcontinental
railroad by Chinese laborers on May 10, 1869.

O Senate Bill (4! 212J9H) 2023-51002
B Sponsored by (XIX) Senator lwen Chu (&2 2|2])
B Co-sponsored by (25 29]) Senator John Liu (A 0|2
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Main Question: YWCA Queens

FQ A3 ax YWCA

This is a Resolution recognizing a Proclamation made by the Governor. For those
unfamiliar with those terms and other functions of the Senate and Assembly, please
explain to us the significance of the passage of this Senate Resolution.

022 ZFXIMOY Qloff 2SOPT MHS Q1ok= ZOIAYLICH H&it Oj3]9|
Jefot S0i9 TIE 7150 sol| pi2 AlES flof, =0l 0] &2

2o S TGS HEaH FHAIR




OTHER ITEMS ON THE AGENDA (otxict 7|Et 3t2)

Improvement of Accessibility for Limited English Speakers — 101X StA| 7HMS Q[ot HL - A|ZIROIMIE], AARIN, E,f%-’,‘-
KACE, AARIN, Prof. YunJu Nam(Buffalo Uni), Prof. Sunmi  W4(HZZ L) Z27|M0]  WGEHZZIX), &AM
Kim-Ki(Hunter College), Prof. Chungse Jung(Binghamton Uni) w(BISHELHSH 2= ﬁ-‘rl

Background of Study: o132 HjA:

COVID-19 pandemic negatively impacted the Asian American community, especially in
the small business sector. Studies illustrate that compared to large businesses, small
businesses were more vulnerable to sudden shifts due to low financial resources and
were hit harder by social distancing policies. Asian-owned small businesses have had
severe impacts such as high business closure rate. They likely have had a hard time
obtaining government assistance, such as the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) due to
language barriers and limited accessibility to information.

Findings:
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Most small business owners and employees were able to overcome economic hardship
thanks to government assistance during the pandemic. Emergency government
programs played critical roles for small business owners and employees to go through
the COVID-19 pandemic.

However, not everyone was able to receive government benefits. Some could not due to
their immigration status or did not meet other eligibility requirements. For new business-
es that opened in 2019, they could not provide business records such as profit and loss
statements or tax records to receive their benefits.

Majority of the small business owners and employees had a hard time accessing
government benefits because of language barriers. Those who were able to receive their
information were through social networks and through social media such as Kakao Talk
or through YouTube. Sometimes it was through small ethnic media (KBN, KTV) or
non-profit organizations’ webinars (Association of Korean Nail Salon in NJ). It seems that
the role of community organizers helped small business owners in delivering information
regarding government assistance and providing essential services.

Policy Suggestions:
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34 Tiok:

Would the government be able to accommodate language services for those with limited
English proficiency through ICT? In what ways can the government support and
collaborate with community nonprofit organizations to increase accessibility to those
with limited English proficiency to receive government benefits and reliefs?
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OTHER ITEMS ON THE AGENDA (otxict 7|Et 3t2)

Housing Shortage in New York State
(Korean American Chinese Council)

2% FE S HA (SH50] ARIE)

Asian hate crimes and crimes are increasing with pandemic. Do you have plans to do
legislative activities for the safety of residents in this regard?

Rise of Asian Hate Crimes
(Korean American Chinese Council)
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There is a serious housing shortage in New York State with high housing costs. It is
presumed that legislation is needed in the state legislature to address this issue. Do you
have any plans to do legislative action on this in the future?

Community Organization Impact (KCS)
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Where have you seen the work of our community organizations resonate the most in the
decision-making process, especially regarding policies and funding? Even if there isn't
something specific to point to, some general guidance on approaches that you see
creating the most impact or have the most potential for things like coalition building or
consensus building can be really helpful. Or just a general share of what you appreciate
the most in the work of community organizations, in general and/or in those here.

How Can We Help? (KCS)
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Assemblymember Ron Kim: The most recent post on your Recent News is titled "My Door
is Always Open" and encourages community members to reach out for solutions. Also
you have been an advocate for seniors and are Chair of the Committee on Aging. What
are some of the problems you hear of the most, in particular problems that community
organizations can assist with? And what is your plan to provide adequate funding in
those areas?

Community Organization Impact (KCS)
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Senator John Liu: In addition to the questions above, you have most recently been
supporting schools, in particular Rainbow Child Development Center, in preventing
closure by DOE. There has been a social outcry and release of funds for improvement in
education and mental health support for children and youth, alongside the mental health
of parents. But often non profits are like those struggling families, navigating the logistics
of their daily operations and qualifying for grants while larger non profits outside of the
AAPI community and others with more infrastructure may be able to meet the deadlines
and be better prepared. Similar to Rainbow, are there ways you can support the work of
nonprofits that can help us to expand capacity and scale?
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OTHER ITEMS ON THE AGENDA (ofHIct 7|EL &t=2)

Gambling Addiction and Casino on public parkland
(MinkKwon Center For Community Action)

29I L) S8 SE U 3R] (DIBME)

Gambling addiction is a real issue in the AAPI community. We see casino buses leaving
from Kissena Blvd every day packed with Asian seniors. We all have families, friends,
and neighbors that have lost everything and destroyed their lives due to gambling.

Our question is about the proposed Casino that will be built on the parking lot of Citi Field,
which is currently public parkland (part of Flushing Meadows Corona Park). Casinos
devastate communities and people who live within 10 miles of a casino have twice the
rate of gambling addiction compared to those who don’t.

Considering the potential impact, do you support the casino proposal?

In order for it to move forward, the State Senate and Assembly must pass a bill that
changes the land designation of the existing parkland. Assembly Bill A5688, introduced
by AM Aubry and cosponsored by AM Weprin, alienates the parkland for “the purposes
of developing, constructing, maintaining, operating, using or occupying such lands with
a gaming facility” and currently sits in the Committee on Cities.

If you don’t support the proposal, how will you intervene in the legislative process and

will you rally support from other elected representatives, especially in central and
eastern Queens?
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