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KOREAN AMERICAN CIVIC EMPOWERMENT

KACE Introduction 271

Established in 1996, the Korean American Civic
Empowerment (‘KACE”) is a non-partisan,
not-for-profit organization devoted to advocating civil
rights of the Korean American community. Based in
New York City, KACE serves more than 220,000
Korean Americans in the tri-state area.

Our 2021 Korean American Civic Action Agenda is
prepared to assist Korean Americans in understand-
ing the issues affecting our communities and to
promote civic engagement by providing the tools for
Korean Americans to contact their elected officials.

IMMIGRATION REFORM

Support HR. 1177 & S, 348:
US Citizenship Act of 2021

Issue: Immigrants come to the United States seek-
ing freedom, economic opportunity, and the chance to
create a better life for themselves and their families.
They have crossed oceans and continents to achieve
the American dream. The backbone of America is
built off of the hard work of immigrant workers who
have made lasting contributions to our country.
Unfortunately, our current immigration system is
outdated and ineffective. The system separates
families, hinders companies from hiring workers with
essential skills, creates long waiting lines, and most of
all, gives little to no chance to the millions of hardwork-
ing undocumented workers who pay taxes but are
forced to live in the shadows.

What We Need:
We need a new immigration system that will:

e Keep families together

e Protect human rights and civil liberties of immigrants
e Provide Dreamers with a track to U.S. Citizenship
e Grow our economy

e Restore the values of the United States — Family,
Justice, Freedom, and Diversity
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Support H.R.1177 & S. 348: Si2l HOHR 11772} &haitol S, 3488

US Citizenship Act of 2021 K| X|GHFAIAIL: 2021 O]= AjDIH BHok
President Biden disclosed his plan to overhaul the HIO|E CHEE2 20214 1€ 21, £ & L0 0|2 IHMS
immigration system on his first day of office. In Febru- JIMBHACHE= AlEle HERISLICH 20219 2€0| 0=

ary 2021, the U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021 was A|DIH HHOLS 21Tt AKHIA OJ2(ZHZ|ELIOLE, 38M7471)0]
mtrodgced !nthe I-!ouse of Representatl\_/es by Repre- ofEIBIel 72| T SiE AFRIOls 2HE HWIEIX AFIol
sentative Linda Sanchez (CA- 38) and in the Senate i oI~ L1 A Hoto
by Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ). The Act seeks (FAIRIZ, n—'ch{)Ol 242t LPIUSLI. 0] Her2
to modernize the nation’s immigration system, boost 02| O[PS Sithalotll J7|1E FYolH =L1ato|
the economy, and provide a pathway to citizenship for MF0O|H[ O|2UXSOA ARIES FS5E 2= MSELIC O
millions of undocumented immigrants. Below are BHoto| QXML L2 &Lt

some key points of the bill.

. o © 0] o= MROHINS0A| YA|Z SEXCl LES R0otd
o Bill allows undocumented individuals to apply for temporary HEI7320 0 ASIEBIZ 151 M2S AAI5| LS5 54
legal status with the opportunity to apply for a green card goﬂ IS AHE A O XPT;':'O@%”—I‘EF -o=
after five years if they pass criminal and national security ToleTEsE os T M AlmaE mHElE
background checks and pay their taxes. ® DREAMERE 1 QN HSAIL(TPS)S 712l AFIE, RZHQ71S
o Dreamers, TPS holders, and immigrant farmworkers who 2{% &Y XS E 0 B2l S0l FA| S-S 25 +
meet specific requirements are eligible for green cards SO
|mmedlately under the Ieglslatlon ° BITj §_’ _,;:_7|_ ﬂ%‘l}—il% %ﬂl’él’ﬂ 7|E73||ﬂ %019} DIE :I—:|L|:|I_|_S_E|
o After three years, all green card holders who pass AAE HLQlSS 88 + Sl BE FralE2 AMTEE
additional background checks and demonstrate knowledge A = UELICH
of English and U.S. civics can apply to become citizens. o ARXK= 20214 124 121 0X0] OJ20) A2 754D 910{0t
o Applicants must be physically present in the United States SHLIC
on or before Januany 1, 2621 © 0] 012 DAY HIXHE TH485H0 21 L7 ARE 20401 2
e The bill reforms the family-based immigration system by LIZof SIS H|X} =A1E S2EI0ZM 7IE =X 0|21-MS
clearing backlogs, recapturing unused visas, eliminating JH&d5HA ElL|ct

lengthy wait times, and increasing per-country visa caps. ) )
© 0 Hot2 A Loz “3-10AL=AMR U 71EE B2lM7 =

o Bill eliminates the so-called “3 and 10-year bars”, and other [}2 X3I=S QoHL|Ct
provisions that keep families apart.

e The bill allows immigrants with approved family-sponsor J|Cl2[s S0t QA2 O20]| Ol 71EST} 8HH AF= 242
ship petitions to join family in the United States on a 317f3*|_lﬂf . s R
temporary basis while they wait for green cards to become =
available. ® 0] OIS AHIT 2 TlE| U2}, BER|A0H 22 Li2tS0|

22 WL DTk X B 22, Jide
ZH=Lie 27102 X|2IZ S2I02I4T X0
AZES0] 02 5 DI 201 21012 QI0K7| 43 47t

42 29| Xtg= XlEohA ELIL

o The hill codifies and funds the President’s $4 billion
four-year inter-agency plan to address the underlying
causes of migration in the region, by increasing assistance
to El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, conditioned on
their ability to reduce the endemic corruption, violence, and
poverty that causes people to flee their home countries. 0

TO SUPPORT THIS BILL

President Biden sent the bill to Congress on his first 1%';73?3 SIXIE Hop I%D"S;H e A EW 0l Lﬂcj{%
day of office to show his strong ambition to deliver ~ EEASLILL 12iLt TS SAtA 0] &= 01R0d =
long-waited comprehensive immigration reform. ISLICY,

However, he cannot do it by himself.
o] Hoto] E2E|7| ffsiM= of2i2e] £0{7t HijMe=

Your participation is crucial to ensure this bill gets TIQSH |C}, ©HAI0| 0] HOIS XX|SHCE= S X|2io|
passed! Please contact your elected officials to show MZXI 9| 9450“7“ AAIAIQ.
your support for the bill! m=nmEsTrl Ee

Visit goaction.net to send a message to your elected officials today!

N/ goaction.netz w20l 95 Sile) Kot SluS0 Salel Mg MestuAel N\




Redlstrlctmg 2021/2022 JL‘|7-|-'|'- =d

Redistricting 2021/2022:
Beware of Gerrymandering

Redistricting

Every decade, the United States Census Bureau
conducts a census to gather information on U.S.
residents. After the census, every state in the country
undergoes a process called redistricting which
redraws the boundaries of State legislative districts
and Congressional districts. The redrawing of districts
is done to account for shifts in population and commu-
nity changes based off of the data gathered by the
most recent census.

Redistricting has tremendous impacts to both voters
and lawmakers. Newly drawn districts can influence
who wins an election, how political power is distribut-
ed, which communities are represented, and ultimate-
ly, which laws are passed. The redistricting process
creates a powerful incentive for politicians to manipu-
late district lines for their personal gain.

Issue - Gerrymandering

Gerrymandering is a practice which intends to manipulate
district boundaries to give one political party an unfair advan-
tage over their rivals. Additionally, gerrymandering may some-
times guarantee legislative majorities — and their own job
security- that enable political control over policy-making
decisions for the next decade.

What We Need:

Generally, districts are drawn based on the following principles:

o Compactness - measure of a district's geometric shape.
e Contiguity - all parts of the district must be connected.

e Adhering to pre-existing political subdivisions such as city
and county lines.

e Preserving communities of interest such as neighborhoods
or regions where the residents have common interests.

As a part of Asian American Community, we, Korean Ameri-
cans, need to keep our community undivided and ensure our
voting power does get diluted by gerrymandering. To achieve
this, we ask for a fair and transparent redistricting process.

Please check your state’s redistricting process and
get involved by sending your comments and

\ concerns to your state legislators.
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New York Redistricting Changes
Amendment (2021)

The New York Redistricting Changes Amendment will
be put on the ballot in this year's November 2, 2021,
General Election. The ballot measure will ask voters
whether they support, or do not support, an amend-
ment to the New York constitution that would change
how New York conducts redistricting.

The ballot measure asks voters whether they support
Or oppose:
e (a) change the vote thresholds for adopting redistricting

plans when one political party controls both legislative
chambers.

e (b) require that incarcerated persons be counted at the
place of their last residence for redistricting.

e (c) require the state to count residents, including people
who are residents but not citizens, should the federa
census fail to do so.

e (d) remove the block-on-border requirement for Senate
districts.

o (e) cap the number of state senators at 63.

o (f) move up the timeline for redistricting and repeal
inoperative language.

SUPPORT THIS BALLOT MEASURE
To make New York’s redistricting procedure fair and
transparent, we need your support!

If you live in New York, please contact your elected
officials to show your support for the ballot measure!
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Issue: In response to COVID-19, federal and state
officials all across the country raced to provide
communities with important information regarding the
disease and relief programs to support families and
businesses. Unfortunately, this crucial information
was only provided in English, putting non-English
speakers at greater risk of not receiving much needed
government assistance. Due to the lack of translated
materials, minority community organizations had to
learn about these programs and then prepare their
own materials to disseminate the information to their
communities.

What we need:

Disaster response and relief programs/systems must
be able to provide all crucial information in several
languages to ensure that everyone has access to vital
and potentially life-saving information.
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Support
H.R. 1009:

On February 11, 2021, Congressmember Grace
Meng (NY-6) introduced H.R. 1009: COVID-19
Language Access Act. This act proposes to require
all federal government agencies to translate all written
COVID-19 related materials into multiple languages.
KACE supports this act and believes COVID-19
Language Access Act should be passed in the 117th
Congress and it also be expanded to any disasters
that may hit the U.S. in the future. We must have our
federal and state government agencies to translate
their disaster related information into multiple
languages.

Join to Make The Multilingual Disaster
Information System

To ensure federal and state government agencies
provide multi-language disaster-related information,
contact your federal and state representative and
urge them to pass legislation that provides crucial
information in multiple languages.

Please contact your federal and state elected officials
to show your support for the multilingual disaster
information system.

COVID-19 Language Access Act

Representative Meng [D-NY-06)
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Issue:

The Korean War has not officially ended. The war left
millions of families divided for the past 70 years.
Among the separated families, approximately
300,000 are living in the United States today. Since
1985, the North and South Korean government has
held 21 family reunions. However, Korean Americans
who may have family members in North Korea have
not been allowed to participate. Many first-generation
divided families residing in the U.S. are in their 70s —
90s and time is of the essence for them to reunite with
their families.

What we need:

The United States, South Korea, and North Korea
need to work together to help Korean American
families reunite with their loved ones residing in North
Korea.

Divided Families Reunification Act (H.R.826) and
Encouraging Reunions of Divided Korean-American
Families (H.Res. 294)

On February 8, 2021, Congresswoman Grace Meng
(D-NY) and Congressman Van Taylor (R-TX)
introduced the bipartisan Divided Families Reunifica-
tion Act (H.R. 826) which urges the U.S. Secretary of
State to consult with his or her South Korean counter-
part to identify opportunities for Korean Americans to
participate in future reunions, including by video. It
also encourages the Special Envoy on North Korean
Human Rights Issues to work with the Korean Ameri-
can community to identify those same opportunities.
[See the bill here — Link is not available now]

Also, on April 8, 2021, Congresswoman Karen Bass
(D-CA) introduced a resolution encouraging reunions
of divided Korean-American families (H.Res. 294).

SUPPORT THIS BILL

Your participation is absolutely crucial to help pass
this legislation!

Please contact your elected officials to show our
support for the bill!
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ADOPTEE CITIZENSHIP 20[2] A|9IA2IE

Issue: The United States adopts more children
overseas than any other nation in the world. Howev-
er, many adoptees are not eligible for naturalization
despite living in the U.S. since childhood. According
to the South Korean Ministry of Health and Welfare,
between 1955 and 2015, 112,000 Korean children
were adopted by U.S. citizens. Out of the 112,000
Korean children adopted, approximately 20,000
adoptees lack any records of U.S. citizenship.

Due to loopholes in public policy, countless families
live under the threat of abrupt separation and deporta-
tion. In 2012, a 37-year-old man named Phillip Clay
was deported to his birth country after having lived in
the United States since he was 8 years old. He had
no knowledge of the country’s language or culture and
a few months after his arrival, he took his own life. A
similar situation occurred in 2016 with 41-year-old
Adam Crasper. He was deported from his home
state, leaving behind a wife, three daughters, and the
only country he has ever known. As of 2016, 10
Korean adoptees have been deported from the U.S.
to South Korea.

What we need: To address loopholes and give
adoptees the opportunity for U.S. citizenship, federal
legislation needs to be passed to allow any individuals
born outside of the U.S., who were adopted by a U.S.
citizen before the adoptee was 18 years old, automat-
ic U.S. citizenship.

CITIZENSHIP FOR ALL ADOPTEES

YE Mek 0152 =0z TR W2 YYS S
LZfRI0E =-totd B2 YY0rS0] HHAMEH 0=
JFE0IA A2t AT AHAE B Zotl JUSLC
oh=0IM UL 2= YLOISE 0]/t OtgLIE =9
SAZX|R0| 2ot 1955H2E] 20158 Af0[0f DJ=
AZS0i[A| &idE 112,00082] Y0t 7H=2H| °F 20,000
0| Oj= AT 255 ok=H UM 7|=50| Ojd[et
SEfLICE

ol
s

0| o 0| 7|-II-AE‘|
ﬂf—’?‘—‘j SRR =M=, 20] 3TMIRE

J0[2H= FC0J=8A I LIS S4=01 3120z

IEIASLITE ot=9l 0ot ot 231 Of A
tele 20N = 2 2 2 XS ol ERUABLICE
FAfHA 2016E0 £ OE Lot EU Mﬂ Otgf
ELE IADf= OfLiet Nl B2 EHA=EM HdE FOM
FYgol OfFd A1k gle §2= [HUOF °”A|—|Ef
20162 71E2=2 O=0|M &EQE Fyget o
2Y0H= 1030 ST

b
-l
o
=
= 1o
ol
Il
0
2

5
0

22 HYE IS
LIct. 201

ol 4y pE 2 0
oE uru g 0

=

t

O

L2107 BLE# 4: 0[2/3t HHS H2XD YYOISOl
0IZ AIBIES 57| 906 S21= 20N EfofLt 184
O O AEIEK} 2eo0| o Qs & Be
UYOISOIZ| XSO OIF ARIBS SOfole S0
ZosiL|c},




s 7% 57 _ e

H.R.1593/S.967:
Adoptee Citizenship
Act of 2021

Since 1999, there have been multiple bills introduced
to resolve the foreign adoptees’ citizenship issue. In
the 117th Congress, Congressmember Adam Smith
(D-WA) introduced H.R. 1593 — Adoptee Citizenship
Act of 2021. Additionally, in the U.S. Senate, Senator
Roy Blunt (R-MO) introduced the same bill, S. 967.

T
¥

The bill provides for an automatic acquisition of
citizenship for certain individuals adopted by a U.S.
citizen. An individual born outside the United States
and residing in the United States shall automatically
acquire citizenship if the individual (1) was adopted by
a citizen before becoming 18 years old, (2) was physi-
cally present in the United States in the citizen
parent's custody pursuant to lawful admission before
becoming 18 years old, (3) never acquired citizenship
before this bill's enactment, and (4) was lawfully resid-
ing in the United States on this bill's enactment date.

To encourage Congressmembers to pass the Adop-
tee Citizenship Act of 2021, we need your voice!
Please contact your federal elected officials to show
our support for the bill and encourage them to
co-sponsor H.R. 1593 and S. 967.

HR.1593/S.96T:
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Issue: From June 25, 1950, through July 27, 1953, the
Korean Peninsula became the first battleground of the
Cold War. The death toll from the three-year conflict
resulted in 1.2 million South Korean deaths, 1 million
North Korean deaths, 36,500 U.S. troop deaths, and
600,000 Chinese troop deaths.

On July 27, 1953, North Korea, China, and the United
States signed the Armistice Agreement for the Resto-
ration of the South Korean State unofficially ending the
Korean War. The armistice created the Korean Demilita-
rized Zone (DMZ) and ended hostilities in Korea by
armed forces. Since a peace freaty has never been
signed between the North and South Korean govern-
ment, the war technically continues to this day.

There have been constant armed conflicts along the DMZ
between North and South Korea which continues to
heighten tensions between the two governments. During
the Korean War, millions of families were separated and
to this day cannot meet their family members who live
across the DMZ. Additionally, tensions continue to
heighten due to North Korea's development of nuclear
weapons.

What we need:

To bring peace in the region and make the Korean Penin-
sula nuclear free, we need a peace treaty that will officially
end the Korean War and reset the relationship between
North Korea, South Korea, and the United States.

H.R.3446 To review current restrictions
on travel to North Korea, call for a formal
end to the Korean War, and for other
purposes.

On May 20, 2021, Congressman Brad Sherman (D-CA)
introduced H.R. 3446 which mandates the Secretary of
States to review and report current restrictions on travel to
North Korea within 180 days. The bill also calls for a
formal end to the Korean War.

What we are asking:

We ask President Biden to actively negotiate with North
Korea and South Korea to end the Korean War and bring
peace and prosperity in the northeast region by removing
the nuclear threat of North Korea.

Support H.R. 3446 to end the Korean War
and bring Peace and Prosperity in the
Korean Peninsula.

Your participation is necessary. Please contact Presi-
dent Biden, Vice-President Harris, and your federal
elected officials to ask them to begin negotiating a
peace treaty that will officially end the Korean War.
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